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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 26 
December 2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 26 December 2007. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 6 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Namikata (US 7,262,870). 
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6. Regarding Claim 1 , Namikata discloses an image processing device comprising: 
an operation unit with a display for determining various settings (GUI display) (user 
instructs a scan start operation on the GUI) (col. 3, lines 10-18); an image data storage 
unit for temporarily storing an image data to be newly processed (Fig. 3, S322) (image 
data area secured by the application on the RAM) (col. 3, lines 28-31); an image data 
destruction unit (Fig 1, forgery judging process module) for destroying the image data 
stored in said image data storage unit (Fig. 3, S315) (forgery judgment process, if the 
judgment is larger than a threshold, the image data are regarded as an image forbidden 
for reproduction and the image data is destroyed) (col. 4, lines 12-20); and an operation 
restricting unit for restricting storage of an image data to be newly processed and for 
restricting operations for processing the stored image data to be newly processed 
(application is forcedly closes) (col. 4, lines 21-40) (since the application is forcedly 
closed, it is impossible for any image data to be stored or processed) when a 
demand for the image processing device to destroy the image data stored in the image 
processing device is made and said image data destruction unit destroys the stored 
image data (Fig. 3, S315) (forgery judgment process, if the judgment is larger than a 
threshold, the image data are regarded as an image forbidden for reproduction and the 
image data is destroyed) (col. 4, lines 12-20). 

7. Regarding Claim 2, Namikata discloses an image processing device, wherein 
said operation restricting unit comprises a destruction designating unit for demanding 
said image data destruction unit to destroy the stored image data (Fig. 3, S315) (image 
is forbidden for reproduction and image data is destroyed) (col. 4, lines 12-20). 



Application/Control Number: 10/600,838 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

8. Regarding Claim 3, Namikata discloses an image processing device, wherein 
said image data destruction unit destroys a related information required for processing 
the stored image data together with the stored image data (reading operation of the 
scanner system is terminated) (col. 4, lines 21-40) . 

9. Regarding Claim 4, Namikata discloses an image processing device, wherein 
said operation restricting unit comprises a function to restrict said operations for 
processing the stored image data (application is forcedly closes) (col. 4, lines 21-40) 
(since the application is forcedly closed, it is impossible for any image data to be 
stored or processed) and a function to display information related to the restriction on 
the display of said operation unit (informing the user of the reason fore the forced 
closing of the application) (col. 4, lines 21-40). 

10. Regarding Claim 5, Namikata discloses an image processing device, wherein 
said operation unit comprises a function to cancel a restriction by the operation 
restricting unit provided to the operations for processing the stored image data to be 
newly processed when a predetermined operation has been verified while said 
operation restricting unit is restricting the operation for processing the stored image data 
(scanner driver does not execute the forgery judgment process) (col. 3, lines 63-67, col. 
4, lines 1-11). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 6, Namikata discloses an image processing device comprising: 
an operation unit with a display for determining various settings (GUI display) (user 
instructs a scan start operation on the GUI) (col. 3, lines 10-18); an image data storage 
unit for temporarily storing an image data to be newly processed to an image data 
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storage region (Fig. 3, S322) (image data area secured by the application on the RAM) 
(col. 3, lines 28-31); an image data destruction unit (Fig 1, forgery judging process 
module) for destroying said image data storage region (Fig. 3, S315) (forgery judgment 
process, if the judgment is larger than a threshold, the image data are regarded as an 
image forbidden for reproduction and the image data is destroyed) (col. 4, lines 12-20); 
and an operation restricting unit for restricting storage of an image data to be newly 
processed and for restricting operations for processing the image data to be newly 
processed (application is forcedly closes) (col. 4, lines 21-40) (since the application is 
forcedly closed, it is impossible for any image data to be stored or processed) 
when a demand for the image processing device to destroy the image data stored in the 
image processing device is made and said image data destruction unit destroys the 
stored image data (Fig. 3, S315) (forgery judgment process, if the judgment is larger 
than a threshold, the image data are regarded as an image forbidden for reproduction 
and the image data is destroyed) (col. 4, lines 12-20); and a notifying unit for notifying 
the completion of destruction of said image data storage region by said image data 
destruction unit to a predetermined specific right holder (informing the user of the 
reason fore the forced closing of the application) (col. 4, lines 21-40). 

12. Regarding Claim 7, Namikata discloses an image processing device, wherein 
said notifying unit enables a notifying condition to be selected (issuing command for 
operating the scanner) (col. 2, lines 55-63). 

13. Regarding Claim 8, Namikata discloses an image processing device, wherein 
said notifying condition of said notifying unit is selected between an output using a 
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printer function (system consisting of scanner, host computer, and a printer) (col. 4, 
lines 50-56) and an output performed by transmitting a notification image data via a 
network (judgment of the specified image through a network) (col. 5, lines 29-43). 

14. Regarding Claim 9, Namikata discloses an image processing device, wherein 
said notifying unit outputs a notice corresponding to a selected notifying condition when 
all areas of said image data storage region of said image storage unit have been 
destroyed completely (Fig. 3, S315) (forgery judgment process, if the judgment is larger 
than a threshold, the image data are regarded as an image forbidden for reproduction 
and the image data is destroyed) (col. 4, lines 12-20) by said image data destruction 
unit (informing the user of the reason fore the forced closing of the application) (col. 4, 
lines 21-40). 

15. Regarding Claim 10, Namikata discloses an image processing device, wherein 
said image data destruction unit comprises a function to destruct destroy a related 
information required for processing the stored image data together with the stored 
image data (Fig. 3, S315) (image is forbidden for reproduction and image data is 
destroyed) (col. 4, lines 12-20). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SATWANT K. SINGH whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Satwant K. Singh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 

Sks /David K Moore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



